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Letter from Shropshirby Wiliam Shepherd Thurgday 17th Septembe2015

Labour is on the verge of something big. Heaven forbid by Mark Steele
first published in The Independent on Friday 14 #2015

Itds easy to see why those in charge of th
of thousands of people want to join us. It
enthusiastic. Oh my God, why has it all gone so miserably woong?

e fBrumdedsr Par t
6s a disaster
Every organisation would be the same. If a local brass band is down to its last five members, unsure whether it can ever
put on another performance, the last thing it needs is young epeatgale arriving with trombones to boost numbers

and raise money and attract |l arge audiences. The sensi
press that they are infiltrators from the Workersd Revo
The Labour Party n r ecent years has insisted that ités a party

would employ a novel approach. A report could come in that a new product was so successful that customers were
gueuing up to see it, and the saledfavere having to stand on fire engines to address the crowds eager to buy it. So

Labour would sayiiwe 6 | | scrap that for a start. Letds promote o
anyone whatsoever, suchowtsiakemaheyggi t al table mat. Thatds
The fervour around Jeremy Corbyn is extraordinary, but

who can bring large crowds on to the streets to greet him. Tony Blair is just as capable. In his case the ctwavels are t
to scream that he should be arrested for war crimes an
certainly draw an audience.

Blair made another contribution to the leadership debate this week, and his prose is worth quotingiThgqesty is

wal king eyes shut, arms outstretched, over the clifféds
from disturbing the serenity of the walk on the basis it causes 'disunity'. It is a moment for a rugby tackle ifethat wer
possibled

l'tdés fitting this wdsvpedblriesshudd sonwetrtee adany utntcaetd , A as it
would have marked this. Ités possible he didnodét ogven wr
rock band from 1975. Mawelfeat acrbse Naenta ;1 a hubbdetofrtazlpolesy an iggaaa: with a

beard threatens to make us amisiness by renationalising the railways, and we cry in a golden canoe that no one will

vote for us inlNuneatord

Or he was simply trying to convey the scale of apocalypse that will result from Labour electing a leader who stands for
somet hi ng. T o maurgreatwarthie libefally clisnblirg) into the mouth of a lion, as it stands unaware of an
Amer i can denti st poised behind, dozing as it climbs int
placing our economy in a shopping mall in America just before a teenager goes berserk with a machine gun. Is THAT
what you WANT®

His accomtice of old, Alastair Campbell, has been just as coherent, insisting Jeremy Corbyn would lead the party to

di saster beyond i maginati on. Maybe thereds still time f
detail exactly how Jerem@orbyn would cause this disaster, showing beyond doubt that the disaster would be caused
within 45 minutes, so that the only rational response is to invade Jeremy Corbyn.

This week, I was lucky enough t o en pades, vehéen mly applgationlband t
register as a supporter was turned down on the groundsitiiathave reason to believe that you do not support the
aims and values of the Labour Paity. suppose itds encouraging t hcauldbe heydr e

argued that leading your country into a disastrous invasion, having justified it with a set of premises it turns out you
made up, is also slightly at odds with the aims and values of the Labour Party. So, presumably, Blair and Campbell and
their aipporters will have received the same email as me?

Or theredéds Simon Danczuk, the MP who has pledged to do
leadership. | wonder if publicly committing yourself to bringing down the democraticalijeeldeader of the Labour

Party could give someone a reason to believe you didnot
If not, this could lead to a whole new way of running organisations. When someone joins the Scouts they should have to

pledget o bring down the Scouts from day one, ot herwise the
bowls c¢club, they should be asked if theydre prepared to

should be told to sboff and never come back.
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e for mer adviser to Jim M

Then thereds John McTer nan, t
t the strategy hehmidrevi sed

the party should continue wi
manageable one, making it far easier to deal with admin.

h
h

These are the types you want to make a party successful, not crowds of young enthusiastic people eager to change
society. l sn6t it obvious?

*kkkkkkkkkkx

Labour Grandees Round on Cobyn by Ben Riley-Smith
first published in the Daily Telegraph on Saturday Bigust 2015

Jeremy Corbyinas 53 percent of suppartore than double that of any other candidate according to a poll

Jeremy Corbyn was accused of being an&athitebyoneofLabour 6s most senior politicia
party grandees rounded on the Raeft leadership candidate. Ivan Lewis, the shadow Northern Ireland secretary,
attacked KbontiSEnitic thgtoridasd said the party must hafieero toleance for such views. Mr Lewis

said he wagisaddened that people on the Left of the party had failed to tak@ ifs, no buté approach to anti

Semitism.

Liz Kendall and Yvette Cooper, also leadership contenders, called on their
supporters to pick aiye but Mr Corbyn as second and third preferences in
the contest. Lord Hattersley, the former Labour deputy leaderTbadDaily
Telegraphthat Mr Corbyn would have no right fimpose his views on the
party as he called on MPs to rebel against hiscigslishould he win.
Meanwhile Gordon Brown, the former prime minister, announced that he
would be making his first intervention in the race tomorrow in a speech
expected to be heavily critical of Mr Corbyn.

Writing on the Leftleaning website Labour LisMr Lewis said:iSome of

his stated political views are a cause for serious concern. At the very least he
has shownvery poor judgement in expressing support for and faitm
speak outagainst people whdave engaged not in legitimate criticism of
Israeligovernments but in ar8emitic rhetoriad He addedfit saddens me to have to say to some on the Left of British
politics that antracism means zero tolerance of & imitism, no ifs, and no buts. | have said the same about
Islamaphobia and other forrog racism to a minority of my constituents who make unacceptable stateiments.

|t comes after The Jewi sh Chr on i-Ralkstniam\aeivsas theydemamdedrhas ab
urgently answer questions about his links to controversial Milidistern figuresMr Corbyn has faced a growing
backlash this week sinceYauGowoll put him on 53 percentmore than double the support of any other candidate.

While Mr Corbyn spent another day in Scotlgustifying why he could win back dozens ofats lost to theScottish
Nationalist Partythere were signs that thebour Partymachine was moving against hikivhispered briefings from his

rival campaigns saw Andy Burnham urged to be stronger in his attacks on Mr Corbyn in an attempt to ensure no
modeate voter names him as a second or third preference. There is a growing belief that the only way Mr Corbyn can be
stopped is if he wins less than 45 percent of first prefereneesing another candidate to win overall once second and
third preferenceare distributed through the alternative vote system.

Lord Hattersley toldrhe Daily Telegraplthat Mr Corbyn had no right timpose his ideology on MPs if he won and

urged moderates to continue opposing him if he becomes leader. The Labour peer urdedd MPs i g h t Mr Cor
proposals to take Britain out of NATO, nationalise the
weaponsiMPs have to follow their consciences and ifvethe co
to follow,0 Lord Hattersleysaid.

Meanwhile, in an interview witffhe Daily TelegraphMr Burnham warned that the party is in danger of splitting even
if Mr Corbyn does not become leadéde pointed to privatepolling suggesting many votérs s e c othiddl and
preferences will go to him to prove that he is the only moderate candidaterthafeat Mr Corbyn.

kkkkkkkhkkkk*x

Jeremy Corbyn's Rivals Think He's a Dinosaur- they couldn't be more wrong by Mary Riddle
first published in the Daily Teggaph on 28 July 2015
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Turn the clock back to 1983. A loaf of bread cost 38p, the first music CDs went on sale, and a divided Labour Party saw
its vote shrivel to 28 per cent in the general election. That Britain is the supposed destination of titeestbmzarting
the Jeremy Corbyn charabanc on a-wag ticket to perdition.

As it happens, Labour doemongers predicting such a fate would rather regress even further back in history. This week
marks the 70th anniversary of the accession of Clement Attlee beat Winston Churchill to give Labour its first
majority government. In a speech to mark that triumph, the leadership contender Andy Burnham warned that his party
had squandered the spirit of 1945.

Whether or not he wins the leadership, Mr Corbyndsdinosaur. For good or ill, he is a beacon of modernity in the
Jurassic world of a Labour Party lost in time.

Though postwar glory and the travails of the Eighties are both long gone, Labour remains enslaved by the past.
Successive leaders have proclainteemselvesimodernisers or fiprogressived while staring studiously backwards.
Where the Tories have become a sleek and efficient fighting force, Labour clanks into every battle like the political
equivalent of a Plantagenet ®aactment Society.

TonyBlai r, who refused to attend the Durham Minersdé Gal a,
Miliband promised to do likewise, declaring after his election fitla¢ past is another countryBut long before Mr

Miliband draped himself inthe borrowedfOne Natio® mantle of Disraeli, Labour had reclaimed its status as the
nostalgia party.

That obsession with history and heritage has led to the mess in which the party is now embroiled. The real battle within
Labour is not between Left andigRt but between ancient and modern. But blinded by their own nostalgia, Jeremy
Corbynds critics have failed to see that he is anything
modernity and thus more dangerous than his advessaain yet imagine.

While the Corbynator looks less like a 21st century cyberwarrior than a superannuated geography teacher, superficial
i mages shoul d f ool -aosterityoprospectudirot odyopfadey mmdadongaide the Spanish indignados
(the outraged) and other populist movements spreading grassroots power. It may also enable him to harness the fury that
will surely erupt in Britain when the Chancellor implements spending reductions of 40 per cent in unprotected
departments, with the ainf saving £20 billion in this Parliament.

If bins go unemptied and the elderly unfed, then Mr Corbyn will seem vindicated. Meanwhile, the young voters backing
him do not regard hisarnlir i dent st ance as a reminder iokrightlgthat 8606s uni
billion is a lot of money for the antiquated and unusable Cold War deterrent to which the other candidates cleave.

Even Mr C ofashionad &visws, mh idsues such as renationalisation, have a voguish ring, while his lifestyle
choices of cycling and not drinking strike a chord with a frugal generation. Attuned to the politics of identity, he senses
votersdéd yearnings and the beat of his partyds Euroscept

That is what made him so potentially dangerous to David Cameronocamtitain. Having refused to rule out
campaigning for a No vote, Mr Corbyn yesterday appeared to soften his stance, saying he would work with European
allies. Germanyo6s brutal handling of the GrsefEkropeani si s F
peace at risk.

Any Labour leader should therefore proclaim it is vital to keep Britain in the EU in order to rebuild a fraying European
unity. It is still not clear that Mr Corbyn would do so. Yet far from tackling him on the burning isktlesfature, such
as the EU, Labour critics portray him as a museum artefact.

In a different context, the West mistook Islamic State as a medieval throwback, realising too late that Islamist extremism
was a thoroughly modern phenomenon. If a seventh gecaliphate can be incubated on Twitter and YouTube, then so

can a democratic movement. Of course, there is nothing to connect a pathological death cult withrttaengtéd and

likeable Mr Corbyn. The inability of their respective foes to locate them political timeline, however, is fatal.

Mr Burnham tried, very sensibly, to remedy his partyos
that Labour was misreading the mood of the moment, he attempted to harness nostalgia by pr8gvsiridgestyle

commission to refashion the welfare state. The other candidates are also belatedly starting to grasp that the only way to
win is to stop fixating on what Mr Corbynds presence s
they have to say about tomorrow.

Liz Kendall, the least associated with the past, is developing the theme of giving power to the people. Yvette Cooper,
who wrote a thoughtful essay on povatiaring for the Smith Institute in 2004, has found a strongee \ay lambasting
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Labourdéds macho record. Even so, Mr Cor byn, with a size
likely victor.

His modestlyrun campaign has been boosted by hysterical attacks on him and his nominators and by uatadstant
laments that the contest has been hijacked by Tories and Trotskyists. As for claims that Labour would never win an
election under Corbyn, voters may take the view that his rivals are just as unelectable.

iltds | i ke | ooki ngsaym bne senigr babonrtadvisédogeuntight mdt bersdre if they could live

with Corbyn red, but they t hi nIflalodrss topursvé, the cardidages must t hr e
adopt more vivid hues. tERalisethatitheysnot,Mr Cosbpnpaverthéd antedileviart wing sfas mu
party whose core vote has evaporated, whose ability to reforge social democracy is slight and whose vision is
unremittingly myopic.

Having failed to foresee every future trend, from the agUkip to the loss of Scotland, Labour has been blindsided by
the Corbyn ascendancy. Whether or not he wins the leadership, Mr Corbyn is no dinosaur. For good or ill, he is a beacon
of modernity in the Jurassic world of.abour Partylost in time.

*k kkkkkkkk*x*x

The Only Way Labour Can Win the Next Election is to Elect Corbyn Now by Dan Hodges
first published in the Daily Telegraph on Tuesday 28th July 2015

Earlier this week, | rejoined the Labour Party. It was a surprisingly easy decisionl hdbt need t o pretend
|l 6mimdobpt a disgui se, or a f uannayortaecncaecent.simplyl loggkd ehtodhe e v e n
website, clicked on the video of a small child attempting to eat a Vote Labour badge, and hey pu¢stomy details,

paid my £3, and | was in.

Everyonedbds doing it, apparently. Ac c or dcave gined the Lebow Sund
Party by the time the leadership election ends, aImost all of them for the purpose gfyeimy Corbyn to the top of

the ballot. Obvioushfiup to 140,000 is quite a
broad figure. It could be 140,000. It could be
one man and his dogthough given that this is
the radical Left, that would mean one white man
with dreadlocks, and a dog on airsg. No one
really knows for sure.

But the fact this once stout party is seeing a
wave of support on behalf of a psetidarxist :
grammarschool boy is indisputable. | know, <=
because | 6ve signed
be part of that wave of support faleremy
Corbyn myself.

It 6s 23 mont hs since

opposed t he bombing \
rejomedsoIcanvoteforamanwhohelpslﬂsijtopTheWaroaI ition. Which | suppose i
of a journey.

And | have.As recently as last week, | thought this boutGafrbynmaniawas merely a silhpseason construct. That
despite all the hype, there wasndét a cat in hell ds chan
there i sndt . 000 Manasts signuprty tHeabbur Ratyb y Sept ember |, I 61 1 eat Co

black Breton cap.

My assessment was tCoraynmanie 6dedbdvegeta dbouhbhdloy beat en, eitth
Burnham, after wybriefiperiod®ftCdopdr ar Bwnham n{amiae and then Labour would calm down
and slowly start to pull itself together.

But that assessment, | now realise, was based on three erroneous assumptions. The first was that a Corbyn win would be
catastrophic fortte Labour Party The second was that a Corbyn defeat would represent a setback for the Left. And the
third - which was very much the product of my first two erroneous assumptiamas that Corbyn and the Left did

actually want Corbyn to win.
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Andnowlsed hey donét . I first r ec BRChHastsveeH in which Keh levingstone svasw a ¢
arguing that Corbyn could win a general el ection becau:
with real people. Now, there are a @ftways of framing Corbyn and his offer, but the man most likely to carry seats

|l ike Chingford for Labour i n Labow Qeftii ts indhea-chadiv$nbenkes.f Andt h e m.

Livingstothee hash&t bohker s, oltieaboperatoct ual ly a canny p

Then | caught a photo of Corbyn that was taken just afteYob&owpoll came out showing him ahead. He was looking

at the camera side on, with this mischievous | ithtl|l e s mi
Heés running to see how much trouble he can stir up bef
because he has to ensure it comes to an end.

The common perception is a Corbyn win would be a triumph for the Left. And in convarmlitical terms it would.

But the Left doesndét deal in conventional politics. Wh i
it.

Since May Corbyn and his colleagues have dondwhase br il | i
| eadership up until that point had been the recipient o

clothing. The bravery he supposedly showed through confrontations with the Murdoch press, the bankers, and other
vested inteests, has been recast as crippling timidgyt the political consequences that would flow from a Corbyn
victory could not be recast. Corbynds shadow cabinet wo

The battle betweeh a b o meodérsising and traditionalist factiokman only be resolved once there is a clear victor
The Left would have its party back. And as it guided it serenely off a-cifit inevitably would there would be no
one else around to take the blame.

One reason why theabour Leftis so good at rexiting history is it knows its history. And it knows full well the start of

its decline can be datedrecisely. Not, as is popularly perceived, to the morning of May 2 1997, and the new dawn of
Blairism, but the morning of June 10 1983, when Michael oatr r i ed t he Left déds bol d, rad
crushing electoral defeat since the war.

fiNever forget how you felb,Neil Kinnock used to remind his party. Sadly, thebour Partyin general has forgotten.

But the Left has htdrteplaceAhe tbngéshsaigide dote indistorywétmthe longest and most suicidal

| eadership election in history. Which is why | 6ve rejo
modernising and traditionalist factions can only be resblance there is a clear victor. And at present the modernisers

are too weak.

Say Andy Burnham or Yvette Cooper do win. They will make some incremental moves back to the centre (how dare
they do more after the Corbyn insurgency?). And when those moves glentorally ineffective, up the Left will jump
with a cry of:fiSee, we told you!

So victory must be handed to the traditionalists. It dés
people voted for David Cameron because Ed Milidakdbour Partywas too harsh on welfare, or too tough on public

spending, or too interventionist on foreignTheteftsaysr s, f i
Jeremy Corbyn is what the British people are looking for. OKLet 6 s el ect him Labour | eade

Blairites for Corbyn. Join me brothers.

*kkkkkkkkkkx

The last thing Labour needs is a leader like Jeremy Corbyn who people want to vote for by Mark Steel
first published in The Independent on Thursday@g 2015

As Jeremy Corbyn nears a possible surprise victory in the Labour leadership race, the Islington North MP spoke to The
Independent about his impressive campaign and what the future could hold for himself and the Labour party.

A new poll this weelgave Mr Corbyn a 2point lead in the Labour leadership race and he is now the bookies' favourite
to win.

Yet despite Mr Corbyn's popularity among Labour membespecially a growing number of young people joining the
party - critics still claim he is dr too left wing to be a serious contender for 10 Downing Street come 2020. Former
Prime Minister Tony Blair warned Labour members not to vote for Mr Corbyn, arguing that the party could lose another
two general elections if it drifts further to the |eé¥tr Blair even told Labour supporters who backed Mr Corbyn to get a
heart transplant.
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Luckily, Corbynds opponents are making a persuasive <ca:
heds opposed to t he Thdirworkisg faiie® iral fihie chiBren phrticulaasbadtytindeed | |
heés so opposed to it that he was determined not to vot
to abstain rather than vote against it, because that way he cathengtarty against it.

ltés so rare that a politician speaks clearly Ilike that
his supporters not to vote for him in the leadership election, but to abstain as that way he can &imhyrev

Burnham is known as an Everton fan, so when heb6s at t h
singiSpurs and Everton, Spurs and Everton, wedl I-maeh st ai n

rather than fthinto the trap of supporting the team he supports by supporting them.

Maybe his plan is to make Labour electable again by supporting all the different policies. If he becomes leader, Labour
will support the cuts and oppose them, and opposédoxing ba support it as well, and that way the party can win
votes from everyone.

It could be that the reason three of thhe candidates al
expressing what they stand for.

Whenever t heyor devais tkey thakevdraad reptieb sughfasvasmt a Britain not of down but of up,

for the always and not the never, that reaches out to all of us, not only people on the 133 bus, a Britain not just of the
liver but also the kidney, a Britain that can caan share, be debonair, fair, abstain on the austere, and say a prayer like
Tony Blairo

Liz Kendall makes some effort to stand for something definite, which is to be like Blair but more so, and next week
shedl | probably cr i tragorceswhenBé shauld hateadone ibtwidey 1 nvadi ng

There are reports that Kendall has asked Yvette Cooper to drop out, as Liz stands the best chance of beating Corbyn. As
every survey shows Kendall i s by somes dmysstealnfc.e Iléalslt ,s utg
Farah that he drops out of the 5,000m in next yeards O
chance of beating the Kenyans.

All three are now squabbling, not about ideas or policies or even their fevogme of biscuit, but over which one has
the best chance to beat Corbyn. And they must beat him, because by being capable of expressing his ideas clearly and
simply, for example by voting against welfare cuts, he makes himself unelectable.

IfyoulookatCor bynds record itdéds clear he just candt win elec
majority of 4,456, which is now 21, 194. Heds one of the
when he added 5,685 to his wdily. This is typical of the man, defying the official Labour policy of losing votes and

getting more of them instead, just to be a rebel.

So |l etds hope one of the others triumphs, and adplel east
atthe last electionsail canna vote Labour, they dondt abstain enoug

*kkkkkhkkkkkkx

James Robertson on Corbynmics
first published in the James Robertson newsletter on 23rd July 2015

Yesterday, Labour leaderphicandidate Jeremy Corbyn MP, outlined his vision for a more productive and fairer
economy for all at a policy seminar. He addressed o6t he
dynamic risktaking of private equity funds, entreprengor billionaires bringing their investment to UK shores.

If believed, it is logical to cut taxes for the rich and big business, not to bother to invest in the workforce, and be
intensely relaxed about the running down of public services as is happemiraffitthed: iwWhere there are tough
choices, we will always protect public services and support for the most vulrerable

Corbynds alt e Mmdtonomyin 2028adiaccessed Via the sampaign website, is to build a rebalanced,
prosperityfocused economy, based on growth and high quality jobs. His leadership campaign has no big private donors.
He wants Labour to become a democratic social movement again, dedicated to real change:

fiCuts are not the way to prosperity; Britain needs a publichexpansion and reconstruction of the economy, with a
big rise in investment levels. We must ensure that our national housing, transport, digital and energy networks are
among the best in the world. This requires the establishment of an National Investmierib Bromote infrastructure
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upgrades and support for innovation. Labour 2020 will make large reductions in the £93 billion of corporate tax relief
and subsidies. These funds can be used to establish the National Investment Bank to headilbomydltund
programme of infrastructure upgrades and support forteigihh and innovative industri@éleremy Corbyhn

On taxation and tax justice, Jeremy arguithying tax is not a burden. It is the subscription we pay to live in a civilised
society. A collectie payment we all make for the collective goods we all benefit from: schools, hospitals, libraries,
street lights, pensions, the list is endless. Under these plans outlined today Labour 2020 will make the tax system more
progressive, and follow a fivpoint plan to tackle tax avoidance and evasion:

Stronger antavoidance rules brought into UK tax law.

The aim of countrpy-country reporting for multinational corporations.

Reform of small business taxation to tackle avoidance and evasion.

Enforce proper ragjation of companies in the UK to ensure that they pay what they owe.

A reversal of the cuts to staff in HMRC and at Companies House, taking on more staff at both, to ensure that
HMRC can collect the taxes the country so badly needs.

[ eI et ant-E et e

fiThe UK has shiftedrébm taxing income and wealth to taxing consumption; and from taxing corporations to taxing
individuals. We must ensure that those with the most, pay the most, not just in monetary terms but proportionally too.
What responsible government committed to ecigshe deficit would give a tax break to the richest 4% of houseliplds?

*kkkkkkkhkkkx

Further Reading

A Very Brit ish Coup by Chris Mullin

Against the odds, steel worker Harry Perkins leadd gimour Partyto a stunning victory. His manifestocindes the
removal of American bases, public control of finance a
political thriller was described as tl982 ang wak lateriabugd no v e
successs aChannel Fouttelevision series (available on DVD).

What if Michael Foot had been Prime Minister?

A contrafactual account of a Michael Foot government by the-vighg historian Andrew Robertgublished bythe
Daily Mail on 6" March 2010 with an unglished Letter to the Daily Mailin response by Wiliam Shepherd at
http://cesc.net/dispatchwebl/letters/shepherd/17.%20letterfromebbwvale.pdf

Jeremy Corbyn: an honest politician who cares for the 99%
In fAdmirable politiciam at https://politicalcleanup.wordpress.com/2015/07/05/jeremnpynanhonestpolitician
who-caresfor-the-99/ .

Jeremy Corbyn: the best bet for Britain and a more peaceful world
In AAdmirable politiciam at https://politicalcleanup.wordpress.com/2015/07/10/jeremrpyrthe-bestbetfor-britain-
anda-morepeacefuiworld/ .

Support Jeremy Corbyn, honest & honourable, & reject the* frog's chorus of swivel eyed Tories & Blairite$
In ACorporate patical nexu® at https://politicalcleanup.wordpress.com/2015/06/17/supjoeimy corbyrthonestand
honourableandrejectthe-frogs-chorusof-swiveleyedtoriesandblairites/.

kkkkhkkkhkkhkkkk*x

The Best Thingsince Clement Attlee by Damien McBride
first publshed in the Mail on Sunday on Sundaf} S&ptember 2015

To understad Jeremy Corbyn, you need to understand Holloway, the stretch of the Al from Highgate to Highbury that

he has represented in Parliament for three decades. Fo
every stereotype about poetry recitatgl posh restaurants that you associate with that London borough. Holloway is an
entirely different beast.

From the massive Andover Estate, described as a 6dumpbd
pints from 8am, this is not the geffiti ed | sl i ngt on made famous by Tony and
constituency in Britain, but one of the most densely packed. .More than 100,000 people live in an area the size of 1,000
football pitches, the best of which is managed by Arsénalot b a | | Club, t he newrofleabour 6 ¢
constituent
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Despite their similar populations, you could fit Corbyn
times over. In Witney, 93 percent of the population define tkbras as White British. In Islington North, fewer than
half do. Just one in 250 of David Cameronds constituent
also at different ends of the spectrum when it comes to unemployment antyp&¥aghe 632 constituencies in Great
Britain, Corbyn's seat is amon?{leastteprivdd0 most deprived; C

The Prime Minister talks a good game on immigration, crime and welfare but he does so from a comfortable distance.
By contras, for 32 years, Corbyn has seen the changing face of Britain on his streets, as large groups of Irish, Caribbean
and Asian immigrants in the community were joined by Turks, Somalis and Poles. He has also wrestled with the impact
on his constituency of gas, drugs and violent crime, and he has represented hundreds of residents at risk of becoming

homeless because of cuts in housing benefit.

Corbyn was a radical socialist before he set foot in Holloway in his early 20s, but nothing he has seen indsstgears

MP has softened his views. When opposing the Irag War, he only had to look at the impact it ws having on levels of
alienation and extremism among the 10 percent of his constituents who follow Islam, many at the notorious Finsbury
Park Mosque. He belves in the redistribution of wealth and increased investment in schools, transport, healthcare and
housing because these are the needs he sees every day.

Before the General Election, many of my fellow Holloway residents were scathing about Ed Milibafiedrdul of him
taking office, but ask them how they would vote, and t
proper Labour 6. Proper Labour: the party established to

C o r s yritids scorn the idea that Labour lost the Election because it was natihgfenough. But most ordinary
voters had no idea what Miliband stood for. They did not see a sofiastand; they saw a chocolate soldier, who
prevaricated over everythirfgom his television image to his stance on the deficit.

By contrast, Cor bynds undoaiheiserahcipeghpnesh dnd authemte:she Knows whatt h e f
and who he stands for, and says it loud and proud. When Ed Miliband saidiater 2 0 1 0 el ect i on: o]
imprisoned by the focusgroupp ol i t i cs has to be about | eadership or itd@é

Corbyn said the same, you can bet they would.

But he faces a rocky ride. Dozens of MPs are alredstyratefully ignoring the democratic process are lining up to
destabilise their new leader. The only way that Corbyn can succeed is by maintaining his genusedvibaqeng that

the majority of the British people see the country more like the residéfislloway than the residents of Witney: a
country with deep social and economic problems, and massive challenges for public services, which cannot be fixed by
more of the same.

The last Labour leader to represent an inner London seat, indeed thedasbleany major party to do so, was in his
60s by the time he became Prime Ministde was unfashionable, disdainful of the media and he stood on a platform
that promoted peace and investment in pudgitvices and housing, even with the country faciagsive debts.

Clement Attlee went on to be Labourds greatest Prime M
follow in his footsteps as he slips into the |l eaderés s

*kkkk kkkkkk*k

Jeremy Corbyn Andy Burnham Yvette Cooper | Liz Kendall
251,417 80,462 71,928 18,857
59.5% 19.0% 17.0% 4.5%

Labour Party Leadership Election Results on the First Ballot
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New Labour Leader's First Major Speech
Jeremy Corbyn's address to the Trade Union Conference in Brighton on Tuesday 15th September 2015
[extracted from a transcript prepared by Peter Etherden, GMB Membership No. 230843J, Plymouth and District Branch]

[1] I am delighted to be here today because | am, and always will be, an active trade unionist. That is in n
have been a trade union member all my life. | was an organizer for the national Union of Public Employee
became a Member of Parliamt. | realize this is deeply controversial because they are now part of Unison
can only be in one union at a time; you know the problem.

e e ; [2] But Labour must become more inclusive and oper
| have had the very interesting task in the last dews of ¢
number of events and a numbédr ahallenges. The fir:
thing 1 did on being elected was to go and speak at a
in saying refugees are welcome here because the
victims of human rights abuses and other abuses. Lat
next day, | wantedilso to give a message about how
intend to do things and the kind of society we want.

[3] But all those people coming forward to take part in
process came forward, yes, because they were intel
yes, because they were hopeful but, yes, bectuey
wanted to be part of a democratic process where we
policy together. We live in a digital age, we live in an
where communications are much easier and we live
age where we can put our views to each other in a
quicker and in a much ane understandable form. So
. don't need to have policymaking that is top down fror
RSN R R ke M all-seeing, alknowing leader who decides things.

[4] When politicians get out of touch with reality, they sometimes forget where skill sets really lie. Can Iugaze
example? When | was a union organizer, we used to get involved in negotiations abestupkrrangements, t
time it took to drive a van from place A to place B and how long it took to load and | would always go to th
meeting beforehandnd say, "Who's the best at betting?" One particular hand would be pointed to, and | wc
"Can you come along to the negotiations? "Why?" Because that member had brilliant skills at mental arithis
was pre computer daysand he would work dwery quickly, and he would say sot to vice to me, "They are lyi
you, Jerry. Don't accept it", or whatever. Let's do things differently, let's do things together.”

[5] Had we had a different approach, would we now have the millstone of privatedimatiatives around the nec
of so many hospitals and so many schools in this country, or would we, instead, have a more sensible forr
sector borrowing to fund for investment and fund for the future, which is exactly what this Governmentikeaud
to do. Be confident, be strong. We have lots of knowledge and power.

[6] But there are other issues that we have to remind ourselves about what is going on at the present
Welfare Reform Bill is anything but welfare reform. It is all abdpuilding on the cuts they have already m
making the lives of the most vulnerable and poorest people in our society even worse. | simply ask the que:
kind of a society are we living in where we deliberately put regulations through knowatghe effects are going
be on very poor and very vulnerable people who end up committing suicide? And we say it is all part of
process. No, it is not!

[7] The reduction in the benefit cap has the effect of socially cleansing many partsaities Owen Smith and
had discussions last night about amendments that we are going to put down to the Welfare Reform Bill. A
am concerned, the amendments we are putting forward are to remove the whole idea of the benefit cap
Surely, we can do things differently and better if we really want to? We will bring down the welfare bill in Bri
controlling rents and boosting wages, not by impoverishing families and the most vulnerable people.

[8] We are actually quite a rich coupt We are actually a country that is deeply unequal. Surely, the whole vit
those who founded our unions and founded our political parties was abs out doing things differently and w«
that in the way that we inspire people to come togethea foetter, more decent, more equal, fairer and mor:
society. These things are not dreams. These things are practical realities that we, together, intend to achi
you very much.
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Labour's Shadow Cabinet 14 September 2015
Shadow chanctor - John McDonnell

- The veteran Labour lefvinger is best friends with Mr Corbyn and -oodinated his
= election campaign. It is thoughe was promised the top job some time ago. The MP for
) Hayes and Harlington previously stood for Labour leade€0ii7 and 2010. A prominent

rebel, he recently declared he woutite against benefit cutsd faced criticism for telling

a union event that he woufiike to go back to thed80s and assassinate Thatchéte
sparked outrage in 2003 by saying IRA terroristsudth be fihonoured for taking part in
their fiarmed struggle while attending a gathering to commemorate the IRA hunger striker
Bobby Sands.

Policy focus:Mr McDonnell has said a Corbyn government would clear the budget deficit,
fibut not by hitting thepoard. Instead Labour would balance the bodlkg halting the tax cuts to the yerich and to
corporations, bynaking sure they pay their taxes, and by investing in the housing and infragtraichadern country
needs to ggbeople back to work in good jalyshe says.

Shadowv home secretary- Andy Burnham

Defeated leadership contender Andy Burnham served as chief secretary to the Treasury,
culture secretary and heakkcretary in Gordon Brown's government. The MP for Leigh

who came fourth out of five comders in the 201Mattle and came second to Jeremy
Corbyn in 2015 was also previously shadow health secretary. In April 2B89ing been
booed at the 20th anniversary of the Hillsborough disaster, he began a campaign that :
eventually led tathe second Hisborough inquiry. Having lost out to Mr Corbyn in the

leadership contest, he said the priority waBuigte and to take on the Toris ‘T

Shadowforeign secretary- Hilary Benn

HilaryBenn t he son on Mr Co ristgrentais asmsledotwrbign seCretary. HeBsesceptical of the
i need for military action in Syria and vgidely thought in the party to have impressed at the
PZ\ dispatch box since taking over the brief in May. Mr Benn seaged minister in both the Blair
and Brown governments, @nwas shadow secretary of state for communities and local
government in Ed Miliband's shadow cabinet.

W5

4

intervention in Syria.

Policy focus:Mr Corbyn has promised to apologise on behalf of the Labour Party for the
~ invasion of Iraq. Mr Benrhas said he does not regret voting fbe war in 2003 but has
described it as one offi¢ fhardest decisions I've eviead to maké Foreign policy is an area
where Labour's approach will be hég\scrutinised, with Mr Corbyropposed to any military

Deputy leader- Tom Watson

A former trade union official who once shared a flat with Unite leader Len McCluskey,
Watson entere@arliament in 2001 as MP for West Bromwich. He was a government w
and defence minister under Tony Blalmt resigned in 2006, calling for thtben prime
minister to quit in the interests of the Labour Party and the couftryally of Gordon
Brown, he was a Cabinet Office minister and deputy party chairman under his government.
Mr Watson is known for campaigning on issues including phone hackimgeillance laws |~ =
and historical child abuse.

Shadow business secretaryAngela Eagle

Angela Eagle was also announced as shadow first secretary of state and will deputise for Mr
Corbyn at Prime Minister's Questiomshen David Cameron is away. The MP fallasey
stood in the deputy leadershipntest and was also a cabinmenister under Gordon Brown.

Policy focus:Ms Eagle will be attempting to win the backing of businesses for dMbyd's
Labour, after they gave his election a mixed reactibinere wa support for increased
infrastructue investment, but concern abaanationalising the railways and raising business
taxes.
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Shadow health secretary Heidi Alexander

A former party whip under Ed Miliband's leadership, the MP for Lewisham East hasysigvio
campaigned against the closure of Lelvdm Hospital's A&E department.

Policy focus:Speaking after her appointment Ms Alexander told the BB®eay ver limited
roleo for the privatesector in the NHS could be a good thing. Mr Corbyn has pledgeadaate
PFI deals from the NHS by usiggvernment money to buy them out.

Shadow justice secretary Lord Falconer

Lord Falconer is to continue as shadow justice secretary, having initially been appointed by
acting leader Harrietlarman. A former flatmatand close ally of former prime minister Tony
Blair, heserved as Lord Chancellor undbe Blair government.

Shadow Commons leadef Chris Bryant

The MP for the Rhondda moves from the job of shadow culture secreta
Mr Bryant, who backed Yvette Coopertime leadership contest, has also
been the shadow work and pensions, and Homee)ffinister

4
Shadow international development Diane Abbott

MP for the east London seat of Hackney North and Stoke Newingtom stoodn the Labour

leadership contest i8010 - losing to Ed Miliband- and was defeateth this year's London
mayoral candidate election. A prominent rebel against the Blair andrBgovernments, she
voted against the party line on issues including a third runway for Heathnoswirg the UK's

Trident nucleasubmarine system, tuition fees and the war in Iraq.

"

Shadow chief secretary to the Treasury Seema Malhotra

Seema Malhotra became MP for the London seat of Feltham and Heston in 201 1eileetiby
following the deathof Alan Keen. In Aigust 2014, she was given the newfgated role of
shadow minister for preventing violenagainst women by the then Labour leader Ed M|I|ban
She will be M McDonnell's number two in thehadow Treasury team.

Shadow education secretary Lucy Powell

The Manchester Central MP, elected in 2012, is close to Ed Miliband and washégeof
Labour's general electiotampaign. After being appointed, she said education was a subject she
wasfpassionateatout.

Policy focus:A National Education Service, folving the NHS model, is one &fir Corbyn's
flagship policies.Under his plans, stafended academies and free schools would be forced to

returnto local authority control antliition fees would be scrapped.

Shadow Northern Ireland secretary- Vernon Coaker

The MP for Gedling returns to the position he filled in Ed Miliband's shadow cabinet from 2010
13. He later becameefence secretary. Mr Coakerwho chaired Yvette Cooper's Labour
leadersip campaign was also ministeior schools under Gordon Brown.

Shadow secretary of state for Scotland lan Murray

The MP for Edinburgh South is the only current Labour MP in Scotlbded continues as
shadow Scotland secretary, having initially been given the role by acting leader Harriet Harman
in May.

Policy focus:Supporters of the new Labour leader say hisueéfig approach will wi back
votes lost to the SNP #bte general election. Labour under Mr Corbyn could alsoprate in
Commons wvtes with the SNP, whose leaddicola Sturgeon has called for f@rogressie
alliance.
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Chief whip - Rosie Winterton

A former government minister for transport, work and pensions and local government at differ
times underGordon Brown, she retains the crucial job of shadow chief whip. Ms Winterton,
former aide to John Prestt, filled the same role throughout Ed Miliband's leadership.

Shadow defence secretaryMaria Eagle

The Garston and Halewood Mias previously been shadow transport secretary and shadow
environment secreta She has previously votedfivour of reneving the UK's Trident nuclear
missile systeml.dentical twin sisteto Angela Eaglethe party's new business spokeswoman,

Policy focus:During the Labour leadership campaigin Corbynset out hisimorab oppositon

to renewing the UK's nucleareapons syem. The previous Labour leadership was in favour of
renewal, and Ms Eagle has edtthis wayin the Commons. Mr Corbyn has also called for a
fiserious debate about the powefsNatod but admits there isnfian appetite as a whole for
people to leawve

Shadow work and pensions secretary Owen Smith

welfare cuts, whichMr Corbyn said in his victory speech were responsible for fdwial
cleansing of parts of London.

Shadow energy secretary Lisa Nandy

s
‘

Shadow environment secretary Kerry McCarthy

The Wigan MP, seen as being tire left of the party, has previously been a shadow Cabinet Office
and educatiomminister. Left wing journalist Owen Jones says he considered starting aiganpa
make her leader after Bdiliband.

Policy focus:Mr Corbyn has said he would imuch happaro with a fregulated, publicly run service
delivering energy suppligs There would be a moratorium on fracking, which Mr Gorlhas called
fidangerous to thenvironmen.

The Bristol East MP, first elected RPD05, has previously shadowed positions in the Foreign
Office, Treasury an@epartment for Work and Pensions. She is also a vegan and campaigns
food issues.

Policy focus:Ms McCarthy is likely to use her new position to pressure the govetnomethe
badger cull, of whiclshe has been a fierce critic. She will be liaising with the farming sector fo
the Labour Party, and has spoken agginst the environmental impact of meat production as
well as saying the meatiairy and egg industrieBcauseimmensesuffering to more than a
billion animals every year in the UK alane

Shadow communities secretary Jon Trickett

Mr Trickett, the MP for Hemsworth, was one of Jeremy Corbyn's most senior backers in the
Parliamentary LabouParty. He was shadow ministeitmout portfolio and deputy chairman under Ed
Miliband's leadership. He halismissed claims Labour lost the general election because it was too left
wing, sayimg there was agulf between thgopulation and political claés

Policy focus:Jeremy Corbyn itikely to set his stall firmly against cuts to &c
government budgets, which hesgularly attacked during his electio

campaign.
Shadow culture secretary- Michael Dugher

The Barnsley East MP was a close ally of previous Labour leader Ed Miliband, ana
shadow Cabinet Officeninister as well as shadow transport secretary and deputy chairmal
has blamed.abour's election defeat on tharty havingftoo many pointyheads and too few street flghums
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Shadow secretary of state for transport Lilian Greenwood

The Nottingham South MP has represented the seat since 2010. She has been promoted from shadow
rail ministerunder Ed Miliband's leadership.

Policy focus:Ms Greenwood has been a strong critic of the government's raiy pafid now has a

more pominent platform from which to push for reform. During the leadership campaign, M

p Corbyn said he would consideromenonly rail carriages to help stem a rise in assaults on public

r X transport. He also ants to renationalise Britairrailway network and ispposed to the HS2 scheme
N

S
Iinkin\g London with the north of England.

Shadow secretary of state for Wales Nia Griffith

The MP for Llanelli since 2005. She was shadow minister for Wales under the last leadership and
served as ahadow business ministMs Griffith said she waBvery honouredto be appointed to the
shadow cabinet.

Shadow minister for young people and voter registration Gloria De Piero

The former GMTYV reporter has represented Ashfield since the 2010 general election. She served as a
shadow cultureminister and shadow Home Office minister under Ed Miliband, before being
appointed as a shadow minister fwomen and equalities in 2013.

Policy focus:Jeremy Corbyn supports lowering the voting age to 16

Shadow minister for mental health- Luciana Berger

The Liverpool Wavertree MP backed Andy Burnham in the leadership election. She was a sha
health ministeunder Ed Miliband.

Shadow leader of the House of Lords Baroness Smith of Basildon

The LabourMP for Basildon until 2010, Baroness Smith served as a Cabinet Office minister under
Gordon Brown'gjovernment. She keeps thesfiion she has held since May.

Policy focus:Jeremy Corbyn has called for a thorough and comprehensive revide biouse of
Lords, sayingfin the interim under our proposals, the Labour party will certainly not nominate new
) peers for the Lords which riskexdermining its legitimacy.

Lords chief whip - Lord Bassam of Brighton
Former leader of Brighto@ity Council,who has held the chief whip position since May 2010.

Shadow attorney general Catherine McKinnell

The former solicitor is the MP for Newcastle upon Tyne North. She was made Shadow Solicitor
General by EdMiliband in his first front bench team, and went onhold the roles of shadow
children's and shadow Treasumjnister.

A
L‘ Shadow minister without portfolio - Jonathan Ashworth

The Leicester South MP was a shadow Cabinet Office minister under Ed Miliband. He backed Yv
Cooper in theleadership election overishLeicester neighbour Liz Kendall, telling the Leicest
Mercury he had agonised over ttexision.

Shadow minister for housing and planning John Healey

Mr Healey is shadowing a portfolio he held under Gordon Brown. The Wentworth and D&Rrne
held a rage of postduring the Labour government, including financial secretary to the Treasury and
local government minister.

-

b
- Policy focus:Housing is likely to be a key policy area for the Corbyn administrafibe new leader
“ wants 240,00iew homes built eacyear. He has also has called for rent controls in some argas. B
2025, he is promisingdecenthomes for all in public and private sectars

kkkkhkkkhkkhkkkk*k
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first meetingof the Shadow Cabinet

The Orthodoxy has Failed: Europe needs a new economsettlement by Jeremy Corbyn
first published in the Financial Times on Friday 18 September 2015
The writer is the leader of the British Labour Party

David Cameron is traversing Europe, apparently without much idea of what he wants to achieve in Hetaduch
renegotiation ahead of a referendum in 2016 or 2017. I
expect goodwill towards Europe to keep us in the EU, he is making a great mistake.

Mr Cameronés support f otradeaniohsi dnd thetciitang of texacreditsl thiswmeek kskow that h e
employment rights are under attack. One can imagine that the many rights we derive from European legislation, which
underpins paid holidays, working time protection and improved matemitypaternity leave, are under threat too.

There is a widely shared feeling that Europe is something of an exclusive club, rather than a democratic forum for social
progress. Tearing up our rights at work would strengthen that view. Labour will oppoatempt by the Conservative
government to undermine rights at wenkhether in domestic or European legislation.

Our shadow cabinet is also clear that the answer to any damaging changes that Mr Cameron brings back from his
renegotiation is not to leaveeeU but to pledge to reverse those changes with a Labour government elected in 2020.

Workplace protections are vital to protect both migrant workers from beingitexpand British workers frorbeing
undercut. Stronger employment rights also help gogalayars,who would otherwise face unfadompetition from less
scrupulous businesses. We will be in Europe to negotiate better protection for pebblesiaesses, not to negotiate
them away.

I f Cameron thinks he can wewiktekeepwsoirthke EU, bedis wrongg Tod mudfa nd e X
the referendum debate has been monopolised by xenophobes and the interests of corporate bdasftirootos this
debate are millions of ordinary British people who want a proper debate about danséiatwith the EU.

We cannot continue down this road of fi@arket deregulation, which seeks to ptisa public services and dilute
Europebds social gai ns. Draft r ai | wamyarlieneegt could tenfooce she t h at
fragmente, privatised model that has so failed railways in the UK.

The proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership that is being negotiatedldmdihdoors betweedhe
EU and the US, against which | have campaigned, is another exampleddrtiagng approach. There is rfature for
Europe if we engage in a race to the bottom. We need to invest intorg &nd harness the skillsbfu r o peds peopl ¢

The treatment of Greece has appalled many who consider themsehEsrppan internationalists. e Greeldebt is
simply not repayable, the terms are unsustainable and the insistence tingpalgable be paid extends themanitarian
crisis in Greece and the risks to all of Europe. The currenbaotty has failed. We need a neaonomic settlement.
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We should be grateful to Gordon Brown who as chancellor kept the UK ol aingle currency, when othesbinet

members were arguing that we should join. From our position eutb&l eurozone, we can and mimdluence EU

economic reform. We must workith the 11 EU nations that are-operating to bring in a financidgtansactions tax.

Unl i ke the current chancel | oedlegaivchse toWwack theetake wowddparticipater s 6 mo
in negotiations to discuss how we can betteulag the financial sector and raise revenues.

Labour is clear that we should remain in the EU. But we too want to see reform. Last weeils flilom across the

continent protested in Brussels. The common agricultural policy needs refortmatsat does lss to subsidise

landowners and more to help farmers and rural economies. Europe is the rantyifowhich we can address key
challenges for our country, like climate change, terrorism, tax havens and,reunestly, the mass movement of
refugees from theiolence in Syria seeking sanctuary and hope in Europe. We otilwim friends and influence in

Europe if we refuse to pull our weight.

Labour wants to see change in Eur op &e betterapartnetdsednd pukeours f or
demands to make Europe better. We will make the case through Labour MERs Eutopean Parliament, and our
relationships with sister social democratic parties, trade unions and other social movements across Europe.

If Mr Cameron fails to deliver a good pagjeor one that reduces the sogains we have previously wonBurope, he
needs to understand that Labour will renegotiate to restore our righpsaandte a socially progressitirope.
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